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China’s international engagement on climate change
o The 2015 Paris Agreement (PA)
o Inclusive (universal) and legally binding
o Kyoto Protocol’s top-down approach replaced by a system of NDCs
o PA is a foundation, meant to last for decades
o The rest of the “house” needs to be finished in next few years
o And “refurbished” every 5 years
China’s international engagement on climate change
o Kyoto (1997) vs Copenhagen (2009) and Paris (2015)
o China leaves its mark
o Sovereignty concerns?
o Importance of equity and related norms (CBDR-RC)
o …in light of different national circumstances (Xi-Obama & Lima)
China’s international engagement on climate change
o China’s Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) of 30 June
2015 (pp. 19-20):
China’s international engagement on climate change
o Action on the ground in China
• Adding around 1000 GW of non-fossil fuel energy by 2030 (= total
current U.S. electricity production)
• Still over 60% of electricity from coal (BNEF 2015)
• But coal use may already have peaked
At a Tipping Point
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